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Abstract
In order to become professional English speaker, a non-native English speaker must get a chance at 
workplace/academics/in a particular community to improve his/her English speaking ability. But in the 
world, countries like India (Third World), implementing foreign education system and developing English 
language ability in every person is the major issue. Moreover, implementing such education systems in 
tribes and backward communities (in a country like India) seems to be a sharp sword in the neck of the 
government. In India, since independence till date, many tribes were carried to the academics but because 
of poverty and low educational motivation in their own community/society they did not acquire the ability 
to speak fluent English even though government spending much for such communities. In India, banjaras 
are one of the backward communities in the state of Telangana, whose children lack ability to speak fluent 
English. So in order to improve English speaking in academics, this article chose CBLT method. And the 
study also shows different ways of teaching English to banjara students with the help of CBLT.
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Introduction 

“All languages are used for communication” said P. Gurrey 
(2004.1) “For expressing anything that we have attended 
to, for recording information, for thinking and for getting 
what we want and so on”. Language plays a great part in 
the mental, emotional and social development of a person.

Access to English education is critical to access emerging 
opportunities that accompany professional growth. Keeping 
in view this accepted fact, there has been a major thrust on 
English education since independence; but as far as ensuring 
quality education in India is concerned, it has always been 
one of the biggest challenges for the government. The 
major languages spoken in Telangana are Telugu, Urdu, 
and Hindi. Apart from these languages, Banjara/Sugali/
Lambadi, Koya, Gondi, Savara, Jatapu, Kolami, Khondi/
Kondh, Gadaba and Donda languages are also spoken in 
the state by other communities.

Many banjara speakers of English are not exposed to 
standard English and are not even conscious of their 
mistakes. Therefore, correction and improvement in their 
speech seems impossible because they are not aware of 
their errors. Sometimes students fail to see the necessity 
for any improvement in their speech. Since English is a 
global language and a link language, it has become quite 
essential for us to speak it the right way.

Definition of CBLT

CBLT is a significant approach in language education. CBLT 
is designed to provide second-language learners instruction 
in content and language.

What Is Content-Based Learning?

The focus of a CBL lesson is on the topic or subject matter 
such as global warming, the Civil War, science, math, or 
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social studies. During the lesson, students are made to 
focus on learning about something. This could be anything 
that interests them, from a serious science subject to their 
favorite pop star, or even a topical news story or film. They 
learn about this subject using the language they are trying 
to learn, rather than their native language, as a tool for 
developing knowledge, so they develop their linguistic 
ability in the target language. This approach is thought to 
be more natural way of developing language ability and 
one that corresponds more to the way we originally learn 
our first language.

Specific Sub Skill

• Producing segmental features of English at word level. 
Today, many +2-level students of banjara, even after 
10 years of their English learning, are unable to utter 
a single sentence in English. 

There are reasons which contribute towards the problem, 
such as:

• Weak background of the students in English.
• Lack of motivation from the beginning.
• Many banjara speakers of English are not exposed to 

the standard variety of speaking and they are not even 
conscious of mistakes.

• They are not aware of their errors.
• Scoring marks in English are not obligatory in 

Intermediate.
• Little opportunity for speaking English.
• Untrained teachers taught them.
• Lack of English-speaking environment.

According to the small survey the study conducted, the 
presentation of the syllabus in the classroom is not good. 
Students are not given opportunities to speak or listen. 
Many untrained fresh graduates and postgraduate lecturers 
of English treat it as a subject, not as a skill. In this situation, 
many students want training in English which is practical 
but not teaching English. Almost all colleges in Telangana 
do not have language labs which are intended for giving 
training in communication skills. Almost all +2-level students 
are unable to communicate with others. In this thesis is 
discussed a solution for banjara Intermediate students of 
English speakers.

Hypothesis

• A special training is to be provided in English for 
Intermediate students.

• Training program must be conducted for the lecturers.

Research Questions

• What are the problems of banjara students and learning 
English at undergraduate level?

• How does CBLT help banjara students to develop 
speaking English?

• Which subskills of speaking does CBLT help to develop 
among the banjara students? 

Methodology 

Communicative Language Teaching and CBLT

Tools

• Survey in colleges. 
• Classroom observation and teaching.
• Questionnaires.
• Planning new methods for good communication 

according to +2-level students’ needs.

Aims and Objectives of the Study

The aim of the study is to show up lack of English-speaking 
ability among banjara community students. And It also 
discusses how to develop English-speaking ability in that 
particular community of students. It also shows developing 
English-speaking ability by using CBLT in a practical way in 
classroom and in the language laboratory.

Scope of the Study

The scope of the study was limited to available literature/
books on CBLT in English, and available articles and books 
on the problems involved in it.

Procedure for Developing Speaking Skills

• A survey should be conducted to know the banjara 
+2-level students’ problems and their needs, and plan 
a training program accordingly.

• Every college should train the banjara +2-level students 
in English by providing adequate opportunities to the 
banjara +2-level students to speak English.

• Record must be maintained to note the banjara +2-level 
students’ progress in two weeks of intensive English 
speaking.

• Questionnaire for the +2-level students as well as for 
teachers.

• Searching for alternatives for the language lab, in case 
it is not available.

Conclusion

In India since independence till date, many tribes in the 
country were carried to the academics but because of 
poverty and low educational motivation in their own 
community/society, they did not acquire the ability to 
speak fluent English even though government spending 
much for such communities. Banjaras are also one of the 
backward communities in the state of Telangana, whose 
children lack ability to speak fluent English. So in order to 
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improve English speaking in academics, this article chose 
CBLT method. And the study also shows different ways of 
teaching English to banjara students with the help of CBLT. 
Banjara speakers of English are not exposed to standard 
English and are not even conscious of their mistakes. 
Therefore, correction and improvement in their speech 
seems impossible because they are not aware of their 
errors. Even though this article covers many skills and 
methods, still there is scope to do more work on the CBLT 
as a future research because sometimes students fail to 
see the necessity for any improvement in their speech. 
Since English is a global language and a link language, It 
has become quite essential for us to speak it the right way.

References

1. Andrade MS, Makaafi JH. Guidelines for establishing 
adjunct courses at the university level. TESOL Journal 
2001; 10(Autumn): 34-39.

2. Brinton D, Snow M, Wesche M. Content-based second 
language instruction. New York: Newbury House 1989.

3. Brown HD. Teaching by principles: An interactive 
approach to language pedagogy. New York: Longman 
2001.

4. Chapple L, Curtis A. Content-based instruction in Hong 
Kong: Students responses to film. System 2000; 28: 
419-33.

5. Crawford M. Making language meaningful: A content-
based approach for teaching general English courses. 
Journal of Hokkaido University of Education 2001; 
52(1): 53-63.

6. Creese A. Is this content-based language teaching? 
Linguistics and Education 2005; 16: 188-204.

7. Daryl MR. Developing content and form: Encouraging 
evidence from Italian content-based instruction. The 
Modern Language Journal 2006; 90: 373-86.

8. Diaz DM, Justicia NT, Levine L. Making content 
accessible to promote second language acquisition: 
The ESL intensive program at Hostos community college 
(CUNY). 2002. [Online] Available:http://www.eduref.
org/plweb-cgifastweb?getdoc+ericdb2+ericdb+1141
277+247+wAAA+(fashion) (August 10, 2008).

9. Dole JA, Duffy GG, Roehler LR et al. Moving from the 
old to the new: Research on reading comprehension 
instruction. Review of Educational Research 1991; 
61(2): 139-264.

10. Echevarria J, Graves A. Sheltered content instruction: 
Teaching English-language learners with diverse 
abilities. Boston: Allyn & Bacon 2003; 6(3): Asian Social 

Science 84.
11. Gaffield-Vile N. Content-based second language 

instruction at the tertiary level. ELT Journal 1996; 
50(2): 108-14.

12. Glenn OM. The development of English literacy and 
global studies concepts using sheltered instruction. 
Dissertation Abstracts International 2005; UMI No. 
3166569.

13. Huang J. Activities as a vehicle for linguistic and 
sociocultural knowledge at the elementary school 
level. Language Teaching Research 2003; 7: 3-33.

14. Kasper LF. Improved reading performance for ESL 
students through academic course pairing. Journal of 
Reading 1994a; 37: 376-84.

15. Kasper LF. Developing and teaching a content based 
reading course for ESL students. Teaching English in 
the Two-Year College 1994b; 21: 23-26.

16. Kasper LF. Discipline-oriented ESL reading instruction. 
Teaching English in the Two-Year College 1995a; 22: 
45-53.

17. Kasper LF. Theory and practice in content-based ESL 
reading instruction. English for Specific Purposes 
1995b; 14: 223-30.

18. Kasper LF. Using discipline-based texts to boost college 
ESL reading instruction. Journal of Adolescent & Adult 
Literacy 1995/96; 39(4): 298-306.

19. Kasper LF. Assessing long-term effects of content-based 
ESL instruction. A paper presented at Discipline-Based 
ESL Instruction: Benefits and Implementation (a CUNY 
Development Colloquium). [Online] 1997a. Available: 
http://members.aol.com/hta/Drlfk/long.term.effects.
html (Aug 10, 2008).

20. Kasper LF. The impact of content-based instruction 
programs on the academic progress of ESL students. 
English for Specific Purpose 1997b; 16: 309-20.

21. Kenny XJ, Gioia D. An introduction to fiction, poetry, 
and drama. New York: Pearson Longman 2006.

22. Met M. Learning language through content: Learning 
content through language. Foreign Language Annals 
1991; 24(4): 281-95.

23. Shaik M. Methods of Teaching English. Hyderabad: 
Neelkamal Publication 2010.

24. Jack RC, Theodore SR. Approaches and Methods in 
Language Teaching. Cambridge University Press 2001.

25. Stren HH. Fundamental Concepts of Languages 
Teaching. Oxford University Press 1983.

Date of Submission: 2018-02-14

Date of Acceptance: 2018-03-13


